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The  need  for  gasoline  always  takes  a  jump  in  the  spring.    Even  in  wartime, 
when  pleasure  driving  and  vacation  driving  are  out,  farm  uses  of  gasoline  in- 
crease.     The  farmer  has  to  use  tractors  and  other  farm  machinery  run  "by  gasoline 
in  order  to  plant.     Those  miniature  farmers— the  Victory  G-ardeners — often  need 
extra  gasoline  to  reach  their  plots  and  work  them. 

This  spring  the  farmers'  gasoline  has  to  come  out  of  the  same  tank,  so  to 
speak,  as  the  gasoline  other  civilians  use  to  get  to  and  from  work,  or  to  culti- 
vate their  Victory  Gardens.    The  more  gas  the  farmer  has  to  have,  the  less  gas 
for  you  and  me — "because,  as  OPA  points  out,  there  is  only  sp_  much  gasoline  alto- 
gether for  civilians.    And  farmers  are  civilians.     If  they  don't  get  on  with  their 
planting,  who  will  produce  food?    It's  up  to  civilians  who  are  not  farmers  to 
work  out  a  solution  and  make  every  gallon  of  gas  carry  as  many  workers  as  possible 
to  and  from  their  places  of  work. 

The  situation  is  especially  "tight"  just  now  because  military  needs  are 
crucial.    Gasoline  and  petroleum  products  are  the  lifeblood  of  mechanized  war. 

If  people  will  double  up  more  in  the  use  of  cars,  the  same  quantity  of  civi- 
lian gasoline  cen  stretch  for  everybody.    OPA  estimates  that  the  average  car  in 
America  today,  traveling  from  home  to  work,  carries  only  about  2  persons.     If  3 
or  4  persons  rode  in  each  car  that  travels,  at  least  one- third  of  the  c?rs  could 
remain  at  home.    This  would  save,  roughly,  2  million  gallons  of  gasoline  a  day. 
"Fill  her  up.'"  should  mean  filling  up  with  riders,  not  gasolineJ 


OPA  also  points  out  that  we  not  only  have  a  tight  gasoline  situation  to 
think  of.    No  new  cars  are  "being  manufactured,  and  old  ones  are  wearing  out  at 
the  rate  of  4100  a  day.    Tires  are  also  wearing  out  very  fast,  and  some  of  them 
can't  he  recapped  any  more.    As  cars  and  tires  wear  out,  it  "becomes  more  and  more 
important  that  every  car  carry  as  many  people  to  work  and  hack  as  possible. 

OPA  favors  organized  car  sharing  clubs  of  people  who  ride  regularly,  rather 
than  haphazard  "pick-ups",  although,  of  course,  if  one  of  the  "regulars"  does  not 
ride,  it  is  helpful  to  take  someone  who  may  he  waiting  for  a  bus  or  street- car. 

As  to  depending  on  public  transportation  that  is,  street-cars  or  "busses — instead 

of  riding  in  private  cars,  in  crowded  areas,  these  services  are  heavily  overtaxed, 
especially  in  rush  hours.     Car  owners  who  carry  as  many  people  as  possible,  which 
they  can  do  without  using  extra  gasoline,  are  really  performing  a  valuable  war- 
time service. 

So  OPa  advises  anybody  who  can  do  so,  to  join  a  car-sharing  club,  whether 
or  not  he  owns  a  car  and  can  take  turns  with  the  driving.     In  one  kind  of  car- 
sharing  club,  only  one  person  uses  his  car.    He  takes  at  least  3  others  regularly 
to  their  place  of  work  and  back.     He  can  get  "3"  rations  in  addition  to  his  "A" 
ration  if  he  shows  his  local  board  that  he  does  this  regularly  and  that  public 
transportation  is  inadequate.    However,  a  car  used  as  steadily  as  this  will  wear 
out  faster  and  its  tires  will  need  replacement  sooner  than  when  several  ovrners 
rotate  the  use  of  their  cars,  but  the  single  car  may  be  the  only  possible  arrange- 
ment. 

Under  the  rotating  plan,  four,  five,  or  even  six  car  owners  each  agree  to 
drive  their  own  cars  on  different  days.    Members  of  a  car-sharing  club  of  this 
kind  save  wear  and  tear  on  all  the  cars.    Each  car  is  used  only  one-fourth  of  the 
time  or  less.    Another  advantage  is  that  the  wives  who  stay  home  have  the  use  of 
the  cars  that  stay  home  to  get  the  children  to  school,  to  go  to  market,  or  to 
work  in  Victory  Gardens.    They  can  form  a  secondary  sharing  club  for  wives,  using 
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only  one  of  the  idle  cars  each  day  for  everyone's  errands.    Still  another  "benefit 
for  members  of  a  car  pool  appears  when  one  car  has  to  "oe  serviced,  or  have  tires 
recapped.     The  owner  of  the  car  that  is  temporarily  disabled  still  has  good  trans- 
portation.    This  type  of  car  sharing  will  work  out  on  "A"  rations  for  families 
living  within  quite  a  wide  radius,  and  OPa  will  allow  supplemental  rations  for 
drivers  that  can  show  a  greater  necessary  mileage. 

How  about  finding  a  car-sharing  pool.     In  most  large  business  organizations 
there  is  a  transportation  committee  which  can  help  employees  to  find  a  car-sharing 
group  in  their  neighborhoods.    A  group  formed  to  go  to  one  destination  is  more 
satisfactory  to  all  than  one  which  ha„s  to  stop  at  various  points  along  the  route 
or  go  out  of  the  way  of  the  majority  to  accommodate  one  person.    However,  if  there 
is  no  committee  to  which  you  can  apply,  make  inquiries  in  the  neighborhood  where 
you  live.    You  should  feel  no  hesitation  even  though  you  are  a  newcomer,  in  call- 
ing on  neighbors  to  explain  your  desire  to  find  a  car-sharing  group.    Offer  to  do 
your  part  in  a  fair  way  on  whatever  basis  the  others  do.     If  your  immediate  neigh- 
bors are  not  able  to  share  rides  with  you,  your  local  Office  of  Civilian  Defense 
may  know  of  some  other  group  '-dthin  your  reach. 

Sometimes  people  who  would  like  to  join  a  car-sharing  group  complain  that 
lots  of  cars  go  by  on  the  roads  almost  empty.    Of  course  many  of  these  cars  may 
not  be  going  where  you  want  to  go.    Others  may  have  lost  their  passengers  tempor- 
arily.    These  might  be  willing  to  take  new  one^,  because  unless  they  do,  they  will 

not  be  entitled  to  get  extra,  gas. 

It  is  true  that  car-sharing  has  slight  inconveniences.    Maybe  you  don't  like 
to  start  as  early  as  some  of  the  others  in  the  pool,  or  to  wait  for  someone  who  is 
kept  overtime.    But  these  delays  and  inconveniences  are  nothing  compared  to  wait- 
ing for  public  conveyances,  and  standing  in  them.    And  certainly  not  as  great  as 
not  being  able  to  drive  your  car  at  all  unless  you  share  it.    And  remember  that 
no  inconvenience  compares  with  what  our  men  on  the  fighting  fronts  are  enduring. 
It  is  they  who  will  benefit  in  the  long  run  by  your  saving  of  gasoline,  to  bring 
the  war  to  a  speedier  end. 
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